
 
Dear Representative: 
 
 We write to you as former members of Congress and co-chairs of Issue One’s 
bipartisan Reformers Caucus. We formed a group of 200 former Cabinet officials, 
members of Congress, and governors committed to fixing Washington and returning 
government to the American people. Moreover, we strongly believe Congress must be a 
vibrant and effective branch of government. Therefore, we urge you join this effort to 
strengthen the efficacy and integrity of the institution by signing a bipartisan letter to 
House leadership and the Rules Committee circulated by Representatives Derek Kilmer 
(D-WA) and Ken Buck (R-CO).  
 

The list of cosponsors includes Republicans and Democrats from a diverse and 
broad political spectrum: Pete Aguilar (D-CA), Jim Banks (R-IN), Ami Bera (D-CA), Jack 
Bergman (R-MI), Andy Biggs (R-AZ), Cheri Bustos (D-IL), Jim Cooper (D-TN), Debbie 
Dingell (D-MI), Mike Gallagher (R-WI), Jim Himes (D-CT), Hakeem Jeffries (D-NY), 
Mark Meadows (R-NC), Seth Moulton (D-MA), Scott Peters (D-CA), Kathleen Rice 
(D-NY) and Peter Welch (D-VT). 
 
 This proposal emphasizes four guiding principles for institutional reform: 

 
1. Creates a bipartisan Select Committee tasked with improving the ability of 

Congress to fulfill its Constitutional duties and operate more effectively; 
2. Reinforce the role of Committees to review and craft legislation; 
3. Promote “regular order” for the consideration of bills on the floor; and 
4. Empower individual members to bring their full expertise and independent 

judgment to the legislative and oversight processes. 
  

This letter reflects the work of 130 deliberative group sessions and one-on-one 
meetings with more than 60 Congressional offices on the Hill. These meetings were 
facilitated by the Rebuild Congress Initiative — led by experts from the Harvard 
Negotiation Project — in close partnership with Issue One.  
 

While this may not be a comprehensive list of all the potential reforms the House 
will eventually consider, we hope that it is a beginning point to robust discussion and 
legislative action. We are excited by the momentum of this bipartisan proposal and we 
urge you to sign this  letter to Democratic and Republican leadership. 
 

https://www.issueone.org/reformers/


Should you have additional questions, please contact Katie Allen 
(katie.allen@mail.house.gov) in Representative Kilmer’s office or Janessa Lopez 
(janessa.lopez@mail.house.gov) in Representative Buck’s office by COB on Tuesday, 
October 23rd. 
 

Thank you in advance for your attention to and consideration of this letter. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
Ambassador Tim Roemer (ret.), ReFormers Caucus Co-chair 
U.S. House of Representatives (D-IN), 1991-2003 
United States Ambassador to India, 2009-2011 
 
Congressman Zach Wamp (ret.), ReFormers Caucus Co-chair 
U.S. House of Representatives (R-TN), 1995-2011 
 
 


