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Bruce Patton is co-founder and Distinguished Fellow of the Harvard Negotiation 
Project and coauthor of the seminal negotiation texts Getting to YES and 
Difficult Conversations. Bruce, in his early career, partnered with negotiation 
expert Roger Fisher, in creating the structure for the resolution of the U.S.-
Iranian hostage crisis in 1979 and training the facilitation team drawn from 
the business community that managed the constitutional negotiations in 
South Africa that led to the end of apartheid, among many other international 
interventions. More recently he has focused in the corporate sector on helping 
organizations fundamentally transform their strategy, norms, and behaviors in 
the face of so-called “adaptive” challenges.

J.B. Lyon, co-founder of the Rebuild Congress Initiative and a founding board 
member of Issue One, is dedicating the majority of his time to the Rebuilding 
Congress project. Since 2012, J.B. has run Mt. Independence Investments, his 
family office, which primarily invests early stage and growth capital in business 
service companies as well as real estate. He worked prior to Mt. Independence 
in private equity investing in the energy sector. He spent the first 20 years of 
his career as an entrepreneur and intrapreneur. In 1998, he wrote the business 
plan and led the launch of Staples.com. In the early 1980s, J.B. led his first 
entrepreneurial venture when he created a company with his father that 
became the first licensee of Pac-Man paraphernalia.

Patrick Mascia is a consultant and managing the Rebuild Congress Initiative. 
He was previously a General Manager and early employee at Catalant 
Technologies, and a Senior Consultant at Vantage Partners LLC. In both roles 
he regularly advised leading companies on organizational transformation, 
negotiation strategy, and the future of work.

Ryan Smith is a multi-subject analyst with the Rebuild Congress Initiative. 
Previously Ryan worked as a counter-terrorism analyst with the International 
Institute for Counter Terrorism in Israel, where he designed and analyzed 
potential terrorism scenarios around the world.  Returning to Boston, Ryan 
served in the Economic Crime Unit of the United States Attorney’s Office, 
preparing attorneys for trial. Ryan graduated from Northeastern University 
with a BS in Political Science and completed the Harvard University Law School 
program on negotiation. Ryan has spent several years of his life living abroad in 
New Zealand and is now settled and working in Boston, Massachusetts.
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Daniella Ballou-Aares  is CEO of the Leadership Now Project. She was previously a 
Partner and Director for the Americas at Dalberg. She joined Dalberg in 2005 and 
helped grow it from a start-up to a leading global group of social impact businesses, 
with 25 offices across Africa, Asia, Latin America, Europe, and the US. Daniella returned 
to Dalberg after serving for five years as the Senior Advisor for Development to the 
Secretary of State, serving under Secretaries Clinton and Kerry. She started her career 
at Bain & Company and is a member of the Council on Foreign Relations and a World 
Economic Forum Young Global Leader, where she serves on the Advisory Council. She 
holds an MBA from Harvard Business School, and MBA from the Kennedy School and a BS 
in Operations Research and Engineering from Cornell.

Lee Drutman is a senior fellow in the Political Reform program at New America. He is the 
author of The Business of America is Lobbying (Oxford University Press, 2015) and winner 
of the 2016 American Political Science Association’s Robert A. Dahl Award, given for 
“scholarship of the highest quality on the subject of democracy.” In addition, he writes 
regularly for Polyarchy, a Vox blog. Drutman also teaches in the Center for Advanced 
Governmental Studies at The Johns Hopkins University. Prior to coming to New America, 
Drutman was a senior fellow at the Sunlight Foundation and has worked in the U.S. 
Senate and at the Brookings Institution. He holds a Ph.D. in political science from the 
University of California, Berkeley and a B.A. from Brown University.

Lee Foley has worked as one of Washington’s foremost counselors on policy and 
legislative advocacy for more than thirty years. Lee advises clients and represents 
various interests before the U.S. Congress and the Executive Branch on issues including 
elementary, secondary and postsecondary education, employment and training, 
employment security and job creation, housing, community and economic development, 
and asset building, financial services, small business development and many others. 
In the award-winning book Coyote Warrior, investigative journalist and author Paul 
VanDevelder writes that Lee Foley is “the best in the city.” Prior to his lobbying career, 
Lee served in a variety of positions in Washington including as a White House domestic 
policy advisor and as a chief of staff at a cabinet level federal agency. He also served 
on the staff of the U.S. Senate’s Labor and Public Welfare Committee (now called the 
HELP Committee) and the Senate Finance Committee. Lee is a graduate of Georgetown 
University and the University of Wisconsin.

Martin Frost served 26 years as a Congressman from the 24th District of Texas (Dallas-
Ft. Worth) from 1979 to 2005. During that time he served eight years in the House 
Democratic Leadership, four years as Chairman of the Democratic Congressional 
Campaign Committee (1995-1999) and four years as chair of the House Democratic 
Caucus (1999-2003). He was a member of the House Rules Committee and the House 
Budget Committee. Since leaving Congress he served four years as chair of the National 
Endowment for Democracy (2013-2017) and is currently President of the Former 
Members of Congress Association. He is an adjunct professor in the George Washington 
University Graduate School of Political Management and is a speaker on cruise ships 
about American politics. He holds journalism and history degrees from the University 
of Missouri and a law degree from Georgetown University Law Center. Frost and former 
Republican Congressman Tom Davis of Virginia co-authored the recent book, The Partisan 
Divide – Congress in Crisis.
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Kevin Kosar is vice president of policy for the R Street Institute, where he oversees all 
of the institute’s research across its commercial freedom, criminal justice, energy and 
environment, financial markets, governance, income mobility, innovation policy, insurance 
and public health policy programs. He co-directs the non-partisan Legislative Branch 
Capacity Working Group, which aims to strengthen Congress. Kevin joined R Street in 
October 2014 from the Congressional Research Service, where he served as analyst and 
research manager. Earlier in his career, he was lecturer in policy and public administration 
at New York University and Metropolitan College of New York. Kevin is the author of 
three books and has written for the New York Times, Washington Post, Politico, and other 
major publications. He received his doctorate in politics from New York University and his 
bachelor’s from Ohio State University. He lives in Washington, D.C.

Jane Mansbridge, Charles F. Adams Professor of Political Leadership and Democratic 
Values, is the author of Beyond Adversary Democracy, an empirical and normative study 
of face-to-face democracy, and the award-winning Why We Lost the ERA, a study of 
anti-deliberative dynamics in social movements based on organizing for an Equal Rights 
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. She is also editor or co-editor of the volumes 
Beyond Self-Interest, Feminism, Oppositional Consciousness, Deliberative Systems, and 
Negotiating Agreement in Politics. She was President of the American Political Science 
Association in 2012-13. Her current work includes studies of representation, democratic 
deliberation, everyday activism, and the public understanding of free-rider problems.

Tom Petri represented Wisconsin’s 6th Congressional District for 18 terms until his 
retirement from the U.S. House of Representatives at the end of the 113th Congress 
(January 2015). He was a senior member of both the Transportation and infrastructure 
Committee and the committee on Education and the Workforce. ln the 113th Congress, he 
served as chairman of the Highways and Transit subcommittee and previously served as 
chair of the Aviation Subcommittee. ln addition to his legislative work, Rep. Petri at various 
times in his career served as the Chairman of the U.S. House of Representatives-British 
Parliament exchange, the House French caucus and the House German Caucus and was an 
active participant in U.S. House-Japanese Diet discussions. Petri received undergraduate 
and law degrees from Harvard College and Harvard Law School. He was clerk to United 
States Judge James Doyle of the western District of Wisconsin. Petri served in Somalia as 
a peace Corps volunteer from 1966-1967, and then in the White House focusing on anti-
drug efforts. A lawyer in private practice in Wisconsin, Petri served in the Wisconsin State 
Senate from 1973-1979.

Dan Glickman is an Issue One board member and a member of the Issue One ReFormers 
Caucus. A bipartisan coalition of former members of Congress, Cabinet officials and 
governors assembled to advocate for solutions to fix our democracy. He currently serves 
as a senior fellow at the Bipartisan Policy Center in Washington, D.C and the executive 
director of the Aspen Institute Congressional Program, a nongovernmental, nonpartisan 
educational program for members of the United States Congress. He previously served 
as the U.S. Secretary of Agriculture from March 1995 until January 2001. Before that, 
Glickman served for 18 years in the U.S. House of Representatives representing Kansas’s 
4th District. During that time, he was a member of the House Agriculture Committee, 
including six years as chairman of the subcommittee with jurisdiction over federal farm 
policy issues. Moreover, he was an active member of the House Judiciary Committee 
and chairman of the House Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence. He was also 
the director of the Institute of Politics at Harvard University’s John F. Kennedy School of 
Government (2002-2004).
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Tom Ridge is an Issue One board member and a member of the Issue One ReFormers 
Caucus. Gov. Ridge has dedicated his career to public service; He was appointed the 
first Homeland Security Secretary by George W. Bush following the September 11, 2001 
terrorist attacks. Prior to that, he served as governor of Pennsylvania for two terms after 
more than a decade as a member of the U.S. House of Representatives, representing 
the state’s 21st district. Governor Ridge is currently the Chairman of Ridge Global, a 
cybersecurity firm. In 2009 he authored the memoir “The Test of Our Times” with Larry 
Bloom about his time leading the Department of Homeland Security.

Tim Roemer serves as the co-chair of Issue One’s ReFormers Caucus. Tim Roemer 
is currently a strategic counselor at APCO Worldwide where he works with clients 
on government relations and market entry issues. In 2009, he was appointed U.S. 
Ambassador to India, one of America’s largest diplomatic missions. Ambassador Roemer 
also proudly served for 12 years in the United States Congress as the Representative for 
Indiana’s 3rd District. Coming from a family of educators, he fought to improve access, 
standards and achievement for American education. He was instrumental in the work of 
the 9/11 Commission, and helped pass the Commission’s recommendations into law. He 
has served on numerous blue ribbon commissions. He was a member of the Washington 
Institute for Near East Policy’s Presidential Task Force on Combating the Ideology of 
Radical Extremism, the 21st Century National Parks Commission, the Commission on the 
Prevention of Weapons of Mass Destruction Proliferation and Terrorism, and the 9/11 FBI 
Review Commission.

Dr. Diana Smith helps leaders and organizations master the human dynamics of conflict 
and change. Drawing on a unique multi-disciplinary background and decades of clinical 
research, Diana helps leaders build the capabilities and relationships they need to 
harness their differences in the service of their missions. At present, she is the founder 
and CEO of the Actionsmith Network (ASN), a network of consultants who offer advice 
and counsel to leaders in the social sector. Before founding ASN, Diana served as a senior 
partner at New Profit, a venture philanthropy firm, and as a thought leader and advisor 
at the Monitor Group, a global strategy consulting firm now part of Deloitte. Diana has 
published dozens of chapters and articles as well as three books, including The Elephant 
in the Room. Diana received her master’s and doctoral degrees in Consulting Psychology 
from Harvard University.

Mark Strand became President of the Congressional Institute in 2007. Founded in 
1987, the Congressional Institute is a not-for-profit corporation dedicated to helping 
Members of Congress better serve their constituents and helping their constituents 
better understand the operations of the national legislature. Strand is a 2017 Harvard 
Kennedy School Institute of Politics Fellow. He is also an adjunct professor of legislative 
affairs at George Washington University’s Graduate School of Political Management, 
and the coauthor of the book Surviving Inside Congress. He also writes a blog, The 
Sausage Factory, that provides an inside look at legislative strategies and procedures 
(http://conginst.org/news-feed/). Strand spent nearly 24 years on Capitol Hill in both 
the House and the Senate, most recently serving as Chief of Staff to James Talent (R-
MO). Strand obtained a master’s in Legislative Affairs from GWU’s Graduate School of 
Political Management, an M.B.A. in Marketing from the University of Phoenix, and was an 
undergraduate double major in Political Science and History at Excelsior College of the 
University of New York.
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Kim Syman is a Managing Partner at New Profit. A member of the founding team that 
created New Profit, Kim helps to spark and advance next-generation strategies for 
the social impact field. Through the annual Gathering of Leaders and other platforms, 
she connects the ideas and people—social entrepreneurs and their counterparts in 
government, philanthropy, business, technology, and the media— that can accelerate 
our nation’s collective ability to solve social problems. Currently co-leading New Profit’s 
approach to supporting the work of system entrepreneurs, Kim launched New Profit’s 
policy arm, America Forward, prior to the 2008 presidential election, and co-led New 
Profit’s first Early Learning Fund. She serves on the Board of Directors of AVANCE, 
Inc., and is a Pahara-Aspen Education Fellow and a member of the Advisory Board for 
Youth Villages Massachusetts/New Hampshire. Earlier, Kim played several roles at City 
Year, led the turnaround of a Vermont nonprofit, and worked in television news and 
documentary production at the MacNeil/Lehrer NewsHour and Productions. Kim received 
her undergraduate degree from U.C. Berkeley and studied social anthropology at Oxford 
University. She lives in Lexington, MA with her husband and three children.

Zach Wamp serves as the co-chair of Issue One’s ReFormers Caucus. Congressman 
Wamp served in the House of Representatives for more than 15 years, representing 
Tennessee’s 3rd District. He was a senior member on the House Appropriations 
Committee and co-chair of the House Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency Caucus. 
He also founded the Congressional Fitness Caucus. Congressman Wamp supported 
campaign finance reform efforts in Congress, namely voting in favor of the Bipartisan 
Campaign Reform Act of 2002, also known as McCain-Feingold. He is now the president 
and owner of Zach Wamp Consulting, a bipartisan consulting and development firm for a 
wide range of businesses across the country. Prior to serving in elected office, he worked 
as a small businessman and a commercial real estate broker.


